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American Indian Identity






Comparative Studies 542

Instructor:  Professor Daniel Reff, 430 Hagerty Hall; 292-1485 (Reff.1@osu.edu)

Office Hours:  T & TH: 2:30-4pm (or by appointment)

Required Texts (at SBX)

      1. Spider Woman’s Granddaughters, edited by Paula Gunn Allen
      2. A Breeze Swept Through, by Luci Tapahonso

      3. The Business of Fancy Dancing, by Sherman Alexie

      4. HalfBreed, by Maria Campbell

xeroxed Articles from folder

See *items on page 2 of syllabus

Course Description:


This course is intended as an introduction to issues of American Indian identity, particularly in the United States. Roughly a third of the class will focus on popular and scholarly representations of American Indians in art, literature, film, and academic texts. The bulk of the class will be spent considering how American Indian authors, artists, and scholars have endeavored to transcend or negate non-Indian images and construct an "indigenous" self. The course is interdisciplinary in nature, drawing particularly from anthropology, history, religious studies, and literature. As noted on the syllabus, we will devote all or part of a half-dozen class periods to the representation of American Indians in film.

Course Requirements:

Regular attendance and class participation; you are expected to do the assigned reading, take appropriate notes, and come prepared to class to discuss issues posed in class and raised by the readings. 

Evaluation, Grading, and Miscellaneous Regulations:

Students will be evaluated on the basis of class participation (25%) and seven short essays (@3 pages), each of which will focus on an issue(s) related to the weekly reading assignment. The essays must be typed and polished (largely free of typing errors and other indicators of carelessness). Essays will be due at the beginning of class, as per page 2 of the syllabus. Late essays will not be accepted. 

Note: If you need accommodation based on the impact of a disability please contact me to discuss your needs. I rely on the Office for Disability Services (ODS) for verifying the need for accommodation and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the ODS I encourage you to do so.
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Schedule of Topics and Assigned Reading
 
Week 1      Topic: Introductions

1/3
Introductions


Week 2      Topic: American Indians: More or Less than We Think!
1/8
Handout: "The Crucible of American Indian Identity", pp. 31-47, by Ward Churchill, from Native American Voices (2001), edited by S. Lobo and S. Talbot. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

1/10
FILM (a contemporary American Indian production)


Week 3      Topic: Western Paradigms of Otherness and Indian

1/15
NO CLASS ;  MLK BIRTHDAY
1/17
Essay 1 Due. *"Prologue" and "Sex, Race and Holy War" (pp. 149-93) by D. Stannard from American Holocaust (1992). N.Y.: Oxford University Press; *"Preface" and "Book I, Chaps. I-VI from History of the Triumphs of Our Holy Faith Amongst the Most Barbarous and Fierce People of the New World, by Andres Perez de Ribas [1645]. Critical English-language edition (1999) by Daniel T. Reff, Maureen Ahern, and Richard Danford. Tucson: University of Arizona Press.


Week 4       Topic:  Casualities and Resistance
1/22
*”Train Time”, by D’arcy McNickle, from The Singing Spirit (1989), edited by B. Peyer, University of Arizona Press, Tucson, pp. 162-166. *“Indien Personhood” by Jay Miller, from American Indian Culture and Research Journal (2000) 24:121-141;  FILM (documentary on Boarding Schools)

1/24
Essay 2 Due. The Business of Fancydancing, by Sherman Alexie


Week 5       Topic: Indians, Real and Imagined
1/29
*”Introduction and Natural Indians and Identities of Modernity” from Playing Indian (1998) by Philip J. Deloria, Yale University Press, pp. 1-9, 95-127. FILM CLIPS 
1/31
Essay 3 Due. Haflbreed, by Maria Campbell 
 
Week 6       Topic: Mother Earth and "The Ecological Indian"

2/5
Essay 4 Due. *”Chapters 1,2,7 and 8” from Mother Earth, by Sam Gill. 
2/7
*"A Little Matter of Genocide", by W. Churchill, from Fantasies of the Master Race, 1992. Monroe, 
Maine: Common Courage Press; *"Genesis, chapters 1-11"; *"The Pueblo Indian World in the Sixteenth 
Century", from When Jesus Came the Corn Mothers Went Away, 1991, by Ramon Gutierrez. Stanford: 
University Press;  FILM CLIPS
 
Week 7        Topic: Some Traditional and Contemporary Indian Voices
2/12
Essay 5 Due. Spider Woman's Granddaughters , edited by Paula Gunn-Allen. 
N.Y.: Ballantine Books. 

2/14
Further discussion of Spider Woman’s Granddaughters.


Week 8        Topic: Being Navajo

2/19
Essay 6 Due. A Breeze Swept Through, by Luci Tapahonso.

2/21
FILM

Week 9        Topic: Urban Indians 

2/26
Essay 7 Due. *Sand Creek Survivors, from Earthdiver (1981), by Gerald Vizenor, University of Minnesota Press, pp. 33-46.  *"Is Urban a person or a place? Characteristics of Urban Indian Country" by Susan Lobo, pp. 56-66, and " from Native American Voices (2001), edited by S. Lobo and S. Talbot. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

2/28
FILM

 
Week 10       Topic:  Being Indian in 21st Century America
3/5

Summation

RETAIN THIS SHEET!!!!








Reff


SHORT ESSAYS


Most challenging and well-paying jobs require that you read texts of one kind or another (e.g. law books, blood-chemistry data, sales reports, blueprints) and "take them apart", that is, discern underlying patterns and the logic behind the conclusions advanced by an author of a report or text.  Making sense of things is half the battle. Equally important, you will have to write up a long memo in which you outline your views on a text or data-set so that they can be shared with others, and perhaps more likely, weighed against the conclusions of co-workers. Because your boss is busy, you will have to write in a direct, no BS manner, clarifying how and why you reached a particular conclusion and why that conclusion makes more sense than another. 


As your "Boss" I am going to ask you to read texts, "take them apart" (discern underlying patterns or an author's logic) and then write short essays outlining and explaining your conclusions. 


Each essay that you will write will be in response to a particular question or questions. To do well you must 1) understand the question or questions I'm asking you to reflect on, 2) read the text carefully, keeping in mind my question(s), and 3) write a pointed or direct essay (no BS or skirting of the issues) in response to my question or questions.


In general, your opening paragraph should provide a concise answer to the question(s) I pose. In the middle part of your essay you should elaborate on the point or points you made in your opening paragraph. Any thoughts you have that go beyond the question (instances where you see something that you think important but not implied by my question) should come toward the end of the essay, and after you are confident that you have answered my question or questions.


Remember, everybody is entitled to their opinion. That does not mean, however, that all opinions are equal. This is particularly true in a democracy; we have to determine which opinions make more sense than others. Usually opinions that are substantiated are preferable to those that are not grounded in some reality ("I think it is going to rain" is not as good an answer as "I think it is going to rain because the barometric pressure is dropping and there are clouds on the horizon"). 


It is imperative that you make clear in your essays how you arrived at an opinion or conclusion (indicate what "patterns" or parts of a text prompted an inference or conclusion -- don't leave me to guess how you reached a conclusion).

Shorthand I will use when grading your papers:

AWK  There is something (often phrase order, a missing article, grammar) wrong with a sentence; the thought you are trying to convey is not coming across in a clear or powerful way (e.g. "When Europeans came the Indians were hunting and gathering and not in towns" vs "When Europeans reached the New World many Indians were living as hunter-gatherers and did not reside in towns".

NS
Not a sentence.

WW
Your using the wrong word (e.g. "Jack opened his presence" instead of "Jack opened his presents").

??
It is unclear what you are saying (e.g. "Women on the frontier weren't that"; you meant to say 
"Women 
on the frontier were more than a stereotype").

SP
Your spelling in incorrect .

Logic?    The statement your making is not supportable (e.g."Europeans have more traditions than Americans").

MGen
Meaningless generalization (e.g. "Americans value family" -- in what country is family not 

valued!) 

Essay on Ribas & Stannard (@3-4 pages)


A couple of pages summarizing Stannard's argument, whether it makes sense (does it shed light on Indian and European identities and relations; does it oversimplify), and then an assessment of how Stannard's take on the encounter squares with Perez de Ribas' (1645) description of the Indians of the Greater Southwest and what is today northern Mexico. 

Essay on Deloria and Playing Indian (@3-4 pages)


Is Deloria insightful in his analysis of early non-Indian playing Indian? And what about today?  Where can you see people (Indians and non-Indians) playing Indian and what can this playfulness be attributed to?

